Sunday, January 20, 2019

Geneva, N.Y.

www.fltimes.com

$2.50

Connecting Our Communities • Serving Ontario, Seneca, Wayne and Yates Counties • 121st year		

To our
readers
The U.S. Postal Service is closed Monday
in observance of
Martin Luther King
Jr. Day. As a result,
home delivery of
tomorrow’s Finger
Lakes Times will not
be possible. However, Monday’s edition
will be available at
all retail outlets that
sell the Times. And,
Monday’s e-edition
will be available to all
readers free of charge
at fltimes.com. Monday’s paper will be
home-delivered with
Tuesday’s edition on
Jan. 22. We regret any
inconvenience this
causes to our regular
subscribers.

News You Need
Tomorrow’s
weather
High: 10
Low: 2
Frigid, some
more snow

Lottery winner
907 midday number
Find more winning
numbers on Page 2A

Flavors

Looking Back
“Of large stature and intelligent appearance, Mr. Cleveland combined great strength
of mind with an independent
character and won the
respect and confidence
of the people.”

Sports
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On the menu at Geneva’s
RealEats: 400 new jobs

and CEO Dan
Wise said a major
expansion of the
packaged meals
manufacturer
was in the works.
On Friday, that
expansion was reBy STEVE BUCHIERE
vealed, and it’s a
sbuchiere@fltimes.com
Wise
big one.
Gov.
Andrew
GENEVA — In September,
RealEats Company President Cuomo announced that the com-

Packaged-meal
maker plans nearly
$2M expansion

pany, based at the Geneva Enterprise Development Center on
Genesee Street, is planning a
nearly $2 million expansion that
will lead to RealEats adding up
to 400 jobs over the next five
years, in addition to the approximately 30 employees that work
there now. The expansion is set
to begin immediately.
Wise, who brought the operation to Geneva in 2017, credited

the support of state and local
governments for helping make
the expansion happen.
“Partnering with New York
State, Ontario County and the
city of Geneva has enabled
RealEats to make it simple
for thousands of consumers to
have access to real food, solving the classic dinner dilemma

THE MARCH GOES ON

Today
Stay safe
All of today’s sports,
and most other local
events, have been
postponed or canceled because of
the weather. All area
police agencies are
advising to stay off
the roads.

View thousands of
local photos.
Check out our photo
sales site at
www.fltimes.com/
buy_photos or
fltimes.smugmug.com

YOUR
OPINION
Of the four teams that
remain in the NFL playoffs, who do you think
will win the Super Bowl
Feb. 3 in Atlanta?

Visit www.fltimes.com
and scroll down to answer.
A new poll runs each week,
and the results appear the
following Monday.

on Page 7A

Finger
Lakes
Textile
honored
by Seneca
Chamber
dshaw@fltimes.com
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By DAVID L. SHAW

Participants in the third annual Women March in Seneca Falls Saturday make their way down Fall Street
past the Women’s National Park, which is closed due to the partial government shutdown. Weather conditions kept attendance down this year, but the event went on as planned.

BUY
PHOTOS

The WayneFL League
wrestling
invitational
was held at
Waterloo

Cold from shoveling all day?
We’ve got just the thing.

Despite cold and snow, marchers persist in Seneca Falls
By DAVID L. SHAW
dshaw@fltimes.com

SENECA FALLS — Nevertheless, they persisted.
In a variation of Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell’s words
to describe Sen. Elizabeth Warren ignoring his call that she not
speak, a crowd estimated at between 1,000 to 4,000 people braved
the toe-numbing cold Saturday for
the third annual Women March in
Seneca Falls.
Aided by much warmer weather, the 2017 march drew 10,000
people, while the 2018 event drew
about 15,000.
After feminist anthems by Katie
Perry, Tracy Chapman and others
blasted through the loudspeakers,
speakers at the rally and march
in the Birthplace of the Women’s
Rights Movement said while progress has been made, there is still
a long way to go for full women’s
equality in the United States.
Denise DeLucia of Seneca Falls,
who walked in the two previous
marches here, said she was back
because “having more women in
government doesn’t mean we are
close to equality.”
“We had a black man as President for eight years in Barack
Obama and that only seemed to
hurt the cause of racial equality.

LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING?

Spencer Tulis / Finger Lakes Times

Robyn Laird (left) and Roxanne
Klein, members of the Rochester Raging Grannies, attended
Saturday’s March. The group is
made up of women of a certain
age who have a sense of humor
and are concerned with issues
of social and economic justice,
peace, and a healthy planet.
We are here to add fuel to the fire.
We are angry and demand to be
heard on these issues,” DeLucia
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said.
Organizer Katie McIntyre of
Auburn also participated for the
third year in a row. “Although the
weather may keep our numbers
down, the issues are still the same.
We made some strides in the midterm elections in 2018 and women
now makeup 23.7 percent of Congress, but that is far from gender
equity,” she said.
“We’ve got to keep fighting,” she
added, noting that the Equal Rights
Amendment was first pushed by
Alice Paul in Seneca Falls in 1923
“and it still hasn’t been passed in
2019.”
Maureen Quigley of Syracuse,
another march organizer, agreed.
Although Presdent Donald Trump
was not mentioned much by speakers, many signs held by marchers
focused on him, his behavior and
his policies. The first march in
January 2017 was a day after his
inauguration.
“I think things have gotten worse
in two years of his Presidency in
many ways. It only increases the
pressure for us to do what we can
to change things. The mid-term
elections were a step in the right
direction,” Quigley said.
She told the crowd: “Look around
at the women in our midst. That
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GENEVA — The Seneca County Chamber of
Commerce tipped its collective hats Friday to Finger Lakes Textile of Seneca Falls.
The winter hat-making
company was awarded
the Chamber’s Business
of the Year Award for
2018 at its 50th annual
dinner meeting at Club
86 in Geneva.
The company’s production workers are adults
with developmental disabilities and it is affiliated with Arc of Seneca-Cayuga. Finger Lake Textile
is in the former BonaDent
Dental facility and makes
knit and fleece winter
hats for the U.S. Army,
Navy and Air Force, as
well as for state Department of Corrections employees.
Last year, the company
launched a consumer hat
brand called Arctic Gear,
shipping its hats all over
the country and to several foreign counties, using
e-commerce and social
media sites.
“We are absolutely
thrilled with this honor.
It’s a great feeling to be
considered an important
part of the community,”
said Arc Executive Director Allan Connely. “We
are a non-profit business
with a social conscience.
All profits go back to investing in people with developmental disabilities.”
Finger Lakes Textile
has 70 employees and is
growing. Connely said a
■■ See

CHAMBER on Page 7A

Things to Do . . . . . . . . 2A
Things to Know . . . . . 3A
Weather . . . . . . . . . . . . 3A
Your Health . . . . . . . . . 8D
© 2019 Finger Lakes Publishing Inc.

Sunday, January 20, 2019

7A

City issues winter weather reminders
By STEVE BUCHIERE
sbuchiere@fltimes.com

In the midst of today’s major
winter storm, the city Department of Public Works offers
some seasonal reminders.

Shoveling your driveway
• Tip one: Wait to shovel out
your driveway until after the
snow plows pass through your
street. If you cannot wait, shovel the entrance to your driveway last. If you shovel it first
and a plow passes by while you
shovel the rest, the snow that
the plow is pushing will empty
into the opening you just created.
• Tip two: Pile the snow on
the opposite side of the snow
plow’s approach. On a standard
two-way street this would be
the right side of your driveway
as you face the street. This way,
when the plow passes by, less

snow will be pushed back into
your driveway.
• Do not shovel or blow snow
into the street (same goes if you
contract out for snow removal).
It is against state Vehicle and
Traffic Law and police can cite
citizens for shoveling or blowing snow into or across the
street, said the DPW. If you use
a snowblower, point the blower
away from the street. Do not
block visibility at a street corner or block pedestrian access
to the sidewalk.

Shoveling your sidewalk
Property owners are responsible for clearing snow and ice
from the sidewalks in front of
their property. If you fail to
clean the sidewalk within 24
hours after the end of a snow
fall, you may be ticketed and
also will be liable for the cost
of any snow removal. The DPW
clears sidewalks for all city-

owned properties and parks.
It is also the homeowner’s responsibility to shovel out fire
hydrants on or near their property. If a fire were to break out,
said the DPW, fire companies
would lose valuable time attempting to locate and dig out
a buried fire hydrant.

Traffic Law prohibits the parking of vehicles on sidewalks.
Cars that are parked in violation of these parking regulations will be ticketed and be
towed during a snow event,
said the DPW.

Parking your car

When you are driving during
snow removal operations, said
the DPW, be patient and give
snowplows a wide berth. You
should never pass a snow plow
unless indicated by the operator. Snow plows have limited
visibility and must often make
sudden moves to avoid parked
cars and other roadside obstacles.

Plowing the roads

If you have a driveway,
please use it to keep the street
as clear of obstacles as possible. When parking your car on
the street during a snowstorm
or prior to a forecasted snowstorm, park as close to the curb
as possible. If possible, park so
that another car is not directly
across from you.
Parking is allowed on-street,
except when the city issues Damage to mailboxes
Property owners occasionalwinter parking alerts that require people to move off street ly contact the DPW requesting
to allow crews to clear streets they be reimbursed for dameffectively. State Vehicle and aged or broken mail boxes.

While any damage is an unintended consequence of clearing
snow and ice, there is no statutory or legal responsibility that
grants a property owner any
right to place a mailbox within the right-of-way, the DPW
said. While property owners
may have an informal license,
this does not endow the owner
of the mailbox any legal rights
in the highway when needed
for highway purposes, it added.
Property owner can still submit
a claim to the city’s insurance
company for a determination of
any city negligence by submitting a written request to the
Clerk/Treasurer’s Office.
If you have questions or concerns regarding snow removal,
conduct of snow plows, parking
during a snowstorm or problems with snow removal on
your street or neighborhood,
contact the DPW at (315) 7897007.
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Presumed innocent
until proven guilty

Accident
GORHAM — Ontario
County deputies have released more information
on the crash involving a
Marcus Whitman school
bus Thursday morning.
Deputies said V.C.
Breckenridge,
51,
of
Canandaigua, hit the
bus from behind after the
driver stopped to pick up
a student. There were 13
children on the bus.
One of the students
bumped her head and
was taken by ambulance
to Thompson Hospital,
where she was treated
and released. The other
12 students were cleared
for school.
Breckenridge was ticketed for following too
closely, driving on a suspended license and bald
tire.
Wayne County
LYONS — Peter J. Abbott, 41, an inmate at the
county jail, was charged
Thursday by sheriff ’s
investigators with second-degree assault.
Abbott is accused of
hitting another inmate
in the head and face,
causing injuries. He was
arraigned in Lyons Town
Court and remanded to
jail without bail.

5,000-square-foot addition is now under construction, allowing the
company to add new digital production and sewing machines and expand
warehousing capacity.
In
bestowing
the
award, Chamber President Jeff Shipley said
Finger Lakes Textile “is a
success story that reflects
the true meaning of what
it means to be made in
America.”
“The talented employees are skilled in a variety of tasks that contribute to the company’s lean
manufacturing process,”
Shipley said. “They are
all cross-trained and able
to quickly adapt to each
day’s production needs.”
The award is sponsored
by Generations Bank,
based in Seneca Falls.
Also recognized by the
Chamber Friday was
Roderick “Rick” Coe of
Waterloo. He won the
Lifetime
Achievement
Award, sponsored by Lyons National Bank.
Owner of the CoeGenung Funeral Home
since 1983, Coe was only
23 when he bought the
long-standing
funeral
home.
He helped create Stepping Stones, a bereavement support group for
children and adults in
Seneca and Wayne counties. And he helped create the Seneca County
Bereavement
Support
Group.
Active in the Waterloo
Rotary Club, he has won
several awards for his

MARCH
Continued from Page 1A

should inspire you to become leaders of the movement yourself. We
are here because of our fore-mothers and we march to continue what
they started. Walk in the footprints
of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others in this hallowed ground in Seneca Falls to continue the fight for
the rights of all.”
Before the rally and march, Jane
Beck of Rochester was warming up
at Bee’s Cafe on Fall Street. She’s a
member of the “Raging Grannies”
group that dresses in period costume and strongly protests policies
and politicians that work against
women’s rights, human rights and
equality.
“My main issues are women’s
reproductive rights along with the
effort to disenfranchise people and
in support of voting rights in general,” Beck said.
She said the many things have
worsened during the first two years
of Trump’s presidency. “Our status
and credibility in the world has
gone way down. Many people in
other countries no longer see us as
the symbol of freedom and human
rights. Our status in the world has
suffered,” Beck said.
“The mid-terms gave us some
hope, but the Democrats have to
get their act together and not get
bogged down by divisions within
sub-groups of the movement. My
biggest fear is that the Democrats
will shoot themselves in the foot
and divide the movement, with another bad result,” she said.
Another organizer, Melina Carnicelli of Auburn, said planning already has begun for the fourth annual Women March in Seneca Falls
on Jan. 18, 2020.
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Finger Lakes Textile of Seneca Falls, a winter hat-making company, was
awarded the Seneca County Chamber’s Business of the Year Award for 2018
at its 50th annual dinner meeting at Club 86 Friday evening. Accepting for
the company were (left to right) Allen Connely, ARC Executive Director; Steve
Skordy; and Lisa Guernsey, Director of Business Administration.
community service. He
is a board member and
fund-raising co-chairman
of the Waterloo Library
and Historical Society,
a member of the Seneca
County Substance Abuse
Coalition and president
and founding member
of Pathway Home of the
Finger Lakes in Tyre.
“I am surprised and
grateful for this honor.
Helping my community is
a big part of my life,” Coe
said.
Melissa Nesbit was
selected for the Citizen
of the Year Award, sponsored by CFCU Community Credit Union.

She urged attendees to continue to fight for equal rights for all
and read messages of support from
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-NY, and
Lieut. Gov. Kathy Hochul.
Diana Smith, the first woman elected mayor of Seneca Falls,
asked the crowd to consider “the
power of place” in being in Seneca
Falls, the Birthplace of Women’s
Rights, and walking in the steps
of Stanton and others. “Feel their
presence here on the streets they
walked,” she said.
Other speakers included Congressman Joe Morelle, D-25 of
Pittsford, activist and consultant
Gwen Webber-McLeod of Auburn,
who spoke of her path to feminism growing up in the Jim Crow
South, and Sally Roesch Wagner,
who gave an impassioned appeal to
enjoy the gains made but to keep
fighting. “There’s a long way still to
go,” she said.
Then they marched, going up Fall
Street, past the National Women’s
Hall of Fame and the Wesleyan
Chapel where the first convention
was held in 1848. They went past
the Presbyterian Church where
Paul made her appeal for the ERA,
and back to VanCleef Lake for a
music festival featuring female artists.
At Bee’s, a small group of the Resistance Choir broke out in a protest song, drawing applause from
patrons.
Many marchers held signs displaying creative ways to express
opposition.
In a message to the President,
one sign read “Didn’t Shut Us
Down, Can’t Shut Us Up.” “Truth
Trumps Lies” read another. “Fight
Facism: Support Democrats” was
another. One sign urged the impeachment of Trump, Vice President Mike Pence and all Republican members of Congress.

The Chamber said the
1994 DeSales High graduate was selected for her
many community service
efforts. She is executive
director of Seneca Housing Inc., an agency that
assists low-income families in finding housing.
In 2017, she began the
Masquerade Ball as a
fund-raiser foe Seneca
Housing.
Her volunteer efforts
include vice president
of the Waterloo Rotary
Club, co-chair of the St.
Francis-St. Clare Parish Summer Festival,
member of the Waterloo
Celebrate Commemorate

Committee and she was a
leader in organizing the
new Waterloo Farmer’s
Market in 2018.
“I was very surprised to
get this recognition. I feel
many others are more
worthy, but I’m honored
and pleased to win the
award. I am committed
to my community. I love
Seneca County and the
people in it,” she said.
The
Chamber
also
gives out a “Rising Star”
Award to a young professional under the age of
40 who has made significant contributions to the
community. The award is
sponsored by ITT Goulds

Pumps.
The award this year
went to Erica Spencer, a
Hornell native who graduated from Clyde-Savannah High in 2004. She
joined the Marines, attended LeMoyne College
in Syracuse and began a
career in health care in
Auburn.
In 2016, she graduated
from the Finger Lakes
School of Acupuncture
at the New York Chiropractic College in Seneca
Falls. She worked as an
acupuncturist at Ryan
Chiropractic and Austin
Physical Therapy until
2018, when she opened
her own business in
downtown Waterloo, Natural Solutions Acupuncture and Botanicals.
“I have a lot of ambition with big plans for
the future. With so much
suffering in this area, I
would like to offer a place
of solace for people to go,”
Spencer said. “I’m overwhelmed at being recognized like this. I’m very
grateful for this honor.”
In his remarks, Shipley
noted that the Waterloo
and Seneca Falls chambers of commerce decided
to merge into the Seneca
County Chamber in 1968.
He said “a lot has been
accomplished in the past
50 years, thanks to our
member businesses.”
“You have made a real
difference in the county.
We are all better for the
decision to merge the two
Chambers and we will
continue to be the leading
voice for business in the
county,” Shipley said.

JOBS
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Americans face each day,” Wise said in a
news release issued Friday. “Locating in
one of the richest agricultural food sheds
in the northeast, supporting local farms
and employment is what we believe to be a
unique and impactful template for a more
sustainable and healthy food future. The
bounty of this region in both agriculture
and talent is a perfect match for RealEats.
We are beyond proud to see our Geneva
team produce amazing meals from local
ingredients that help time-pressed Americans take better care of themselves.”
The state said the expansion “builds on
the Finger Lakes’ vibrant agriculture and
food processing sector that is a central part
of the regionally designed Finger Lakes
Forward economic development plan.”
Geneva City Manager Sage Gerling said
that the “city is appreciative of the state,
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council and Ontario County’s economic development partnership in fostering RealEats’ expansion within the city’s
kitchen. These community development
infrastructure investments forward the
thriving entrepreneurial spirit of the Finger Lakes Food and Beverage Innovation
District here in Geneva.”
The state said the project is getting a
$500,000 Finger Lakes Forward Upstate
Revitalization Initiative Grant. RealEats
also is eligible for up to $3 million through
the Excelsior Tax Credit Program in exchange for promised job commitments. The
company also got $1.1 million in Community Development Block Grant funds through
New York State Homes and Community
Renewal that was awarded to the city and
Ontario County over the past two years.
Local leaders chimed in on the news.
• State Sen. Pamela Helming, R-54 of
Canandaigua: “This announcement demonstrates that the Finger Lakes region’s agriculture industry and food processing sector
is truly renowned across New York State

About the company
Founded in 2017, RealEats delivers
locally sourced, calorie-controlled,
chef-cooked meals directly to homes.
RealEats said it selected Geneva for
its expansion because of its central
location in the Finger Lakes agricultural region. Geneva is also home to the
Technology Farm and the newly created
Center of Excellence in Food and Agriculture at Cornell AgriTech — the first
of its kind facility which pulls together
multiple partners to catalyze business
development in New York’s agriculture
and food industries.

and our nation. RealEats America’s decision to expand its operations into the city
of Geneva, the heart of a region already
famous for its vibrant food and beverage
offerings, will bring more prominence and
notoriety to our community.”
• Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb,
R-131 of Canandaigua: “RealEats’ expansion in the city of Geneva is a great example of the mutual trust the company has in
our region and the community’s faith in its
product. We welcome the new jobs that will
come with this growth as well as all the ancillary benefits associated with the company’s continued success.”
• Former State Sen. Mike Nozzolio:
“Real Eats brings to Geneva and the Finger Lakes region energy, excitement and
jobs in the dynamic food sector. By combining great food ingredients from the region,
world class chefs preparing meals and internet-based direct on-line order and home
delivery, Real Eats is a job producer for our
region today, and is positioned to be a significant contributor to the economic future
of the Finger Lakes.”

