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KEUKA PARK — Keuka College students and recent 
alumni will show their artistic talent in painting, drawing, 
photography, sculpture, and other formats in the college’s 
annual student art show.

Titled “Visual Expressions,” the show includes pieces by 
nearly 30 student and alumni artists. It runs from Aug. 
26 to Oct. 27 in Lightner Library’s Art Gallery, and fea-
tures art from students across a variety of majors and dis-
ciplines.

An artists’ reception will run from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Sept. 12 
in the gallery. The reception is free and open to the public, 
and some of the art will be for sale.

“This show demonstrates the creative, innovative, and 
ambitious hard work our students are producing during 
the academic year,” said Melissa Newcomb, associate pro-
fessor of art at Keuka. “Each student’s piece is an expres-
sion of what they were feeling, observing, reflecting upon, 
or studying, hence the title ‘Visual Expressions.’ These vi-
sual expressions are a testament to the students who are 
dedicated and serious about their major and future success 
in the arts.”

Ashley Knapp (Class of 2020), who likes art because it’s 
fun and anyone can do it, is one of those students.

“My favorite medium is photography because I just re-
ally love the variability that comes with it,” said Knapp, 
an art and design major from Macedon. “My favorite piece 
I am submitting to the show is probably ‘Kaleidoscope.’ I 
just hope that people enjoy the color and the perspectives 
as much as I do.”

While Knapp creates art through photography, Jacob 
Purdy (2022), an art and design major from Farmington, 
primarily creates digital art.

“I enjoy working with computers, and it’s very easy for 

me to navigate many different programs, which in turn 
allows me to create art that I am exceptionally proud of, 
and is visually pleasing to my audience,” he said. “Through 
digital manipulation, I am allowed to achieve an aesthetic 
that contains identifiable elements from the photographs 
I take, those of which are transformed to create situations 
that would otherwise be impossible to photograph.”

That transformation is what Zoe Ricks (2021) enjoys 
about working with clay.

“Clay is very forgiving and challenging at the same time, 
and creates a lot of room for adapting to different scenar-
ios,” said Ricks, a psychology major from Baldwinsville. 
“I try to incorporate as much of myself into my work as I 
can. I love art because I enjoy the ability it gives to express 
oneself through their work, as well as the ability to try out 
different mediums.”

Vanessa Flesch (2021) also believes art allows her to ex-
press herself.

“Growing up, there were a lot of things I kept hidden, 
unsaid,” said Flesch, an American Sign Language-English 
Interpreting major from Canandaigua. “There were few 
other outlets I had to express myself, and art was the best 
way to let my feelings go. I put everything I had and have 
into my art, whether it is a sad piece or a happy one.”

Creating art as expressions of emotions can be complex, 
but that is why Purdy is “infatuated with” art.

“Virtually everyone knows what art means to them,” 
he said. “Art students here at Keuka College are strongly 
urged to pursue the understanding of that meaning fur-
ther. While still not fully understood, art to me is a very 
complex and deep topic.”

Whether a piece has deep emotional meaning or is just 

uniquely stylish, Raye Pryce (2022) said people can con-
nect through art, and she likes that she can take nearly 
anything and make it something that other people can 
identify and relate to.

“My favorite piece I’m submitting is a life-sized cast of a 
man, whose center is hollowed out,” said Pryce, an art and 
design major from Gouverneur. “What I want is for people 
to feel its presence in the space around them. I think it’s re-
ally interesting the way the plastered man is clearly not a 
man, but takes up space as if he is, and I really hope people 
acknowledge that.”

Like Raye, Sydnie Brow (2022) believes that with art, 
there is much to explore and experiment with, and she 
enjoys working on new projects and trying new mediums. 
While her favorite medium is charcoal, for this show, Syd-
nie’s favorite piece — a model of Norton Chapel — uses 
wood, plaster, drywall, glue, and paint.

“From the art studio, there is a beautiful view of Norton 
Chapel,” said Brow, an art and design major from Church-
ville. “The architecture of the chapel is truly beautiful 
and unique, which inspired me to create this piece. While 
working on this project, I referenced several photos, as 
well as old blueprints and documents of the chapel, gath-
ered from the archives through the help of (Information 
and Professional Studies Librarian) April Higgins. I hope 
people viewing this sculpture appreciate the beauty of the 
historic building, as well as take notice of the small details 
in texture.”

Other student artists include:
• Senior art and design majors Samantha Laranjo from 

Averill Park, and Marcus Davic from Erie, Pa.
• Junior art and design majors Marissa Stoll from Mid-

dleport; Zari Tyler from Rochester; Megan Becker from 
Rochester; Alexander Van Boglev from Hamburg; Mary 
Glaccum from Bath; and Sabryna Haddad from West 
Henrietta.

• Sophomore art and design majors Sarah Tower from 
Waterville; Kim Sharpstene from Marion; Jillian Uhl from 
Geneseo; Bradley McKnight from Gresham, Ore.; and Ai-
mee Kreydatus from King Ferry.

Additional student artists include Melissa Bowman 
(2020), a communication studies major from Wading Riv-
er; Erin Kirsch (2021), a management and marketing ma-
jor from Strykersville; Sydney Lyon (2021), a social work 
major from Elmira; Heather Chrisman (2021), an Ameri-
can Sign Language major from Canandaigua; and Heath-
er Chrzan (2021), a child and family studies major from 
Hop Bottom, Pa.

Alumni artists include Katie Mathes, Alayna Thayer, 
and Amelia Johnson (all Class of 2019), and James Carmi-
chael-Green (2018).
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CANANDAIGUA — Finger 
Lakes Community College and 
Cornell University’s College of 
Agriculture and Life Scienc-
es renewed an agreement on 
Aug. 14 that provides FLCC 
students with opportunities 
for hands-on experiences and 
expands outreach for both or-
ganizations.

The agreement extends 
and formalizes a relationship 
that has grown since FLCC 
launched its viticulture and 
wine technology associate 

degree program in 2009 and 
opened the FLCC Viticulture 
and Wine Center in Geneva in 
2015.

FLCC students can apply to 
Cornell’s Summer Research 
Scholars Program and its 
Shaulis Summer Work Expe-
rience Program. They offer 
undergraduate students the 
opportunity to participate in 
research projects in several 
disciplines, including ento-
mology, plant breeding, plant 
pathology and plant-microbe 
biology. Participants gain re-

search experience and learn 
about the diverse agriculture 
and food systems in New York.

This summer, Jennifer Neu-
bauer of Clifton Springs, who 
will start her second year as 
an FLCC viticulture and wine 
technology student this fall, 
took part in research for the 
first time on a project at Cor-
nell AgriTech in Geneva.

The purpose of the research 
is to determine if new versions 
of the Vignoles wine grape that 
are less prone to rot would still 
provide the same qualities for 
winemaking as the original. 
Neubauer received a stipend 
for designing and conducting 
an experiment to evaluate the 
sensory differences between 
the original and four new Vi-
gnoles cultivars.

The project allowed her to 
interact with a broad segment 
of the community at the Agri-
Tech campus at meetings and 
formal outings as well as peers 
in related research fields. “The 
support and encouragement 
we received from all of the 
faculty and researchers at the 
Cornell campuses was extraor-
dinary,” she said.

The project gave her the op-
portunity to speak with pro-
fessors and researchers about 
graduate programs and differ-
ent research areas and learn 
more about the types of posi-
tions available in the industry.

“Most importantly, this ex-
perience also changed my ca-
reer trajectory from wanting 
to work in production to ap-

plied research,” she said.
Under the agreement, FLCC 

students such as Neubauer 
will get acknowledged for their 
role in research projects. Both 
institutions have committed to 
seek funding for expanded un-
dergraduate research opportu-
nities.

FLCC and Cornell also 
agreed to regularly update the 

curriculum for a program that 

allows FLCC viticulture stu-

dents to transfer into Cornell’s 

bachelor of science program in 

viticulture and enology. They 

also will partner in the pro-

motion of guest speakers and 

special events related to viti-

culture and horticulture pro-

gramming.

FLCC renews program with Cornell
Agreement gives FLCC students access to 

hands-on projects with Cornell
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Several Finger Lakes Community College and Cornell Univer-
sity officials were present for the signing of an agreement 
that, among other provisions, gives FLCC students access to 
applied learning experiences. Front (from left), Robert Nye, 
FLCC president, and Kathryn Boor, dean of Cornell College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS); second row: Beth 
Ahner, CALS senior associate dean; Jonathan Keiser, FLCC 
provost; John Foust, chair of the FLCC Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation and Horticulture; and Louis Noce, 
FLCC chief advancement officer; third row: Amy McCune, 
CALS senior associate dean; Donald Viands, CALS associate 
dean and director of academic programs; Paul Brock, FLCC 
associate professor of viticulture; Jan Nyrop, CALS associate 
dean and Goichman Family director at Cornell AgriTech.

FLCC student Jennifer Neubauer of Clifton Springs gave a re-
port on her summer research on the Vignoles wine grape at 
Cornell AgriTech on July 26.
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Zari Tyler’s “Peas in a Pod” is part of the Keuka Col-
lege student art show.

Assembly Minority Leader Brian M. Kolb, 
R-131 of Canandaigua (with check), pre-
sented the Ionia Volunteer Fire Company 
with a check for $200,000 on Thursday 
for the purchase of a new fire truck. Kolb 
was joined by Ionia Chief Lynn Parrish 
(to Kolb’s right), West Bloomfield Town 
Board Member William Travis (second 
from left), members of the Fire Company 
and their families.The truck, manufac-
tured in 2016, has a host of upgraded 
capabilities and will help modernize the 
department’s operations. The finan-
cial support comes from the State and 
Municipal Facilities Program, which is 
designed to help to provide funding for 
construction, improvements, rehabilita-
tion, financing and other projects.
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